CLAY NATION

The Sanchez-Casal Academy
in Barcelona, training ground of
Andy Murray and Svetlana Kuznetsova,
is Europe’s answer to Bollettieri's.
What's the secret to its success?

BY DOUGLAS ROBSON

rom the public courts of Compton, Calif,, to the
Soviet-era sports clubs of Moscow, there have always
been multiple paths to tennis stardom. One of the
newest begins ar Barcelona’s imposing Plaza Espafa,
across from a disused Moorish-arched bullring that’s
being converted into a shopping mall. Here, aspiring
pros can hop the Lgs bus for the eight-kilometer jour-
ney to the outskirts of the city, where the Academia Sanchez-Casal,
Spain’s largest tennis academy, is discreetly tucked.

By the standards of Floridas legendary Bollettieri Tennis
Academy, Sanchez-Casal is distinctly modest, In size, scope, and
Cirand Slam hardware, it can’t compare.

But with players such as zoo4 US Open champion Svetlana
Kuznetsova and rising British star Andy Murray among its notable
products, the school-cum-training facility has begun to churn out
solid pros. The same elements that helped Bollettieni students like
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